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1. The following cOluMn appeared in the 22 'February 57 issue of Tominri Japan

"Syrian Feeling ii Like Dawn of Meiji Era".
"Syria is a maunf.rthith a population of lose than 4,000,060 people . 	 *-
MytImpressions'otthe:cOuntry were that its government 4aa'prorRussian And that.

the Eisenhower Middlil.astern policy had been tOrmulated taking this into account. H...:!!
I spent four dayi,..in 'i8yris and concentrated most of myefforts on trying to ale ' ,

these points.
At the time, the president, the premier end 'the chief oreteff were in Indit-,ator.-,!.-

Cairo.
But I wee able tOMeet.the vice-president . (concurrently defense minister) ., the

finance miniater,.the].Vioe-Chiefof the general staff, the °Demander of the Central
Vilitary DistrictandUther:Military leaders.	 -	

•. •
I also talked tn.atudents, people in the Etreet and some farmers.
The conclusion I:reliehed after these talks was that America is too sensitive to

communist adtivities :In.Syria and is too afraid of the Syriin.Communist4arty.
The gist of an interview I had with vice -president(who is also speaker of the .• •house) is as follOwe 

i
e

Pro-Russian 
TUsjit It seems to Me that the nationalist movement in your country is inclined

to be pro-Russian - moving sway from the OS.
Vi	

l
Vice-Presidents 	 nations (including the US) are afraid of Arab7nations

Unifying and are adopting policies designed to keep them apart. Furthermore, they
chased the Arabs out end created Israel artificially.; We must work to overcome these.....
two problems -'firstto eliminate the cancerous. growth of Israel, an&secondly to
unify the Arab nations.	 ,

Tsujis Then why:AO-You quarrel with your brother nation, Iraq? Wean't it a
fOOliah thing to blaW ,p0 the 	 „.	 .

Vice -president*There is hO,..entagOnism between the peoples of Iraq end Syria.
The feeling of the *1-4eppls is the some. But there is definite Proof that Britain
and America. plotted rebellions in :Syriaby helping the Iraq -premier send eras here.

Tusjis In Irsq,it.wess-said that the present government or,Syria-wei:aUititeting
4rie44440.with,4m1s*Inorder,ta_fight-Iraq. 	 ?' '

Vice-President Iraq is mistaken We are not approaching Russia for that reason.
For three years webeveibeen asking Britain, France and Amerioetto sell:us.armein
order to defend oursely*Ogainq4nvation ' froM4erael- all in vain But they gave
arms to Israel undonditianally. Out of neceseitYUe'had to buy:erMs-12*(Pueeis.
We wouldnIt.bavebOugWthet froMiRussis if Japan. would have sold them to 	 I“ss.7,
American prOpaganda. :4'end 'Wrong iewel4,--to say that trade with Russia:16'th', equiva-
lent Of becomintoOMennists.

The interviewith2thevics-premieriwent " alongthe following lines;
Patens° Costa

:Tusjiv, Whatpereentage of your budget is taken by defense expenditures?:
Vice-Premiers: :lifty4ive'peresent.,	 •	 ••
Tuejit . 	 isonlri3Perdent.yjbeisn't it iseen4 little..aarge-forl,a

small country like Syst187..:
Vice-Premiers It has to be large because we have a strong and aggreisive-country....

such as Irrael as our neighbor
- Tptiji:, Aren't there any stringe:attnchedto,ftssian erase, such as having Russidn'e

military advisors?
Vice-Premiers :AbeolUtely none., :We sendisopietzkCiechaelovakia to stady4u#G.

when,therbeve couple* their edneation,...they,retUrn:to sysi We don't have a44410.
Russian military or technical adviser in tbieroonatry.

TaUjit When the4maijincident,was.tonchettoff by the Iereelilevasion, Syria

reoCbilisteCits army :and:o0Ucentreted . it:alOng:the'border....WhY .i.ithe.it that it didn't

	

,	 ,	 _	 ,
adviOelitOIsreel and, tfiUs help the Egyptians ovoid • • ••
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wVice-Premier: It was not ordered to advance because of orders from headquarter
in Egypt.	 t ;:z

The vice-premier ...4i 4 very wealthy man, but he talked rather like a socialist	 -
sometimes.

The interview with the economic minister (leftist socialist) went in this way:
Tsuji: Did you, as the person responsible for the economic development of your

country, agree to spend such a large proportion of your budget as 55 percent on
defense?

Economic Minister: It was 35 percent (Al2,000,000) last year.
Teuji: Are you willing to receive the economic aid nentioned in Eisenhower's

statement?
Economic Minister: Yes, if it is unconditional. But not if there are strings

attached to it. There will be no need to increase defense expenditure only in the
event that America does-not help Israel.

The next intervieevee with the finance minister.
Tsuji: May I mention my respect for the recant decision taken by Syria, Egypt

and Saudi Arabia to give£12,000,000 to Jordan as a replacement for British' aid. It
is a step toward the Unification of the Arab world. Syria, I understand, is going
to givef2,500,000. Can you afford this? Or are you going to get it from Russia?

lame Land 
Finance Minister: Syria does not regard Jordan as a foreign country. We consider

that Jordan and Syria are the same. Our thinking is based upon the hope of Arab unifi-
cation, as well as Syria's own interests.

And with the vice-chief of staffs
Tsuji: WhyMid Syria just stand idly by and watch the Egyptian Army be defeated

by the Israelis?
Vice-Chief: We thought that the Egyptian Army would be able to win on its own.

But, anticipating the participationof British and American troops, we stood by.
The next interview ,I had was with a men of mystery - Col Saraji. He is now in the

news not only in Syria, but all over the world. At present, he serves as chief of the
Information section. By discovering that the Iraqi Government had given arue to anti-
government plotters in Syria, he arrested all the rebels. He has control over the main
part of the Syrian Army and is considered a communist by the Americans. He seldom sees
newspapermen.

Tsuji: Your name is very well-known in Japan. You are also considered e central
figure in the coup d'etat and even acommunist..

.	 Colonel: Before the war, America and Britain branded anticolonialism as Nazism
or faciam. Nov they are labeling people who are nationally conscious as communists.
I don't mix in politica, but devote all my energy to our defense. But they still call
me a communist.

I found it very useful to talk to high government officials and'uilitaiy leaders.
But equally worthwhile were the talks I had with students and yonugpcople in Syria.
Talks with four students, three studying in Damascus, and one at an American-run'uni-
varsity, wgre as follówk.	 •

Onnecrintion
Tsuji: You have Military conscription in your country. As a young man NB well as

a student, what do you think of this?
Students: There ig •nothing extraordinary about the obligation to defend one's

country.
Tsuji: in4ran, 7,they also have the military conscription. But the sons of rich

people make excuses and are exempt. Thus, only the sons of poor men become soldiers.
Is it the same in Syria?

Students: We don't know about other countries, but in Syria, the only men exempt
are only sans and sick people.

Tsuji': Which is more important: Nationalism or consciousness of being an Arab?':
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"Students: During the days when Syria was under the mandate of France, nationalient.,
was strong. But now that we have our independence, the racial consciousne ss of the
Arab world is growing': 1	 .

Tsuji: 'Which cnintry.do you prefers France, America, Britain or Russia?
Students: Whather . a ..country.ia good or bed depends upon the times. At present,

France, Britain end America are the enemies of the Arab world. because they are giving .
help to Israel.

. Tsuji: Then you prefer the Soviet Union. But what about the students in Hungary?
Students: The Soviet Union has not done anything wrong in Syria at this time, but

is doing wrong in Hungary. If the Soviet should treat Syria in the future as she dia.
Hungary, we, like Hungarian students, would fight it.

Tsuji: (directing the question at the student studying at the American university.:
What do you think of US Middle Eastern policy?.

Students Those who have studied at the American university are now the leaders
of the Arab world. It seems abourb that the Americans are so aftaid of communism.

The faces of young Syrians are marked with the courage that shows they will fight
for. the Arab world to resist the West in siding Israel. A national feeling similar
to that at the dawn of the Meiji Era now exists in Syria."

2. Biographical sketch on pessnobu Teulis
"TSUJI, Masanobu (Porn in 1902)
He is a former officer of the now extinct Imperial Japanese Army; a politicises

and ex-member of the House of Representatives (Liberal Democrats). Known es author ot
several books relative to World War II in which he took part es a staff officer.

Was born An Iahikawa Prefecture. Graduated from the Military Academy in
1938; from the Army Staff College in 1931. Took part in the battle in Shanghai area
that occured that year (as Captain). Later he was appointed Gemmusnder of a Company
attached to the Military Academy. Then attached to the 2nd Infantry Regiment in
Mito , (Ibaragi Prefecture); Kwantung Army as a Staff officer; Japanese Army in China,
also as a Staff officer. In the War of the Pacific, he took pert in the campaign::
in Singapore and Guadalcanal, and finally in Thailand. On Aug. 15, 1945, he ran away
from the Headquarters of the Japanese Army in the Siamese area, and travelled in the

.Asiatic Continent and in Japan incognito until the search for the suspected W. P.'s
was discontinued. In 1950, he reappeared on the surface of the society and started
writing books. In the general election cf 1952, he came forward as a candidate for a
seat in the Diet, and was returned for Ishikawa Prefecture with the highest mark.
Since then, he has been elected an M.P. twice (altogether three times taking into accouat
his first election in 1952). With the advent of the age for rearmamen t , his opinion
is steadily gaining influence on the public. (A. few months ego, he resigned his
membership in the Diet due to a scandal in which his son was involved.)

%eke written by Yr. Tsuji: "One against Fifteen", "3,000 Ri l e: (about
8,000 muse) Tripe incognito", etc.

Residence: 1883, 2 -chose, tisrimunel Sugunami-ku, Tokyo
Source: Nihon Jimmei Jiden (Who ti-Who in Japan, Etc.)"

THURMAN D. FISHER

Major	 USAF

Asst. Air Attache,

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL. DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 53 U. S. C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHISITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART. BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENoiEs, EXCEPT BY PERMISS I ON OF THE DIRT:TOR OF

INTELLIGENCE. USAF.

usoussimo
	

C--

(O.A.41■Chilly;) 	 IP— t4370I * v. 4,11.•■•ehT llllll OMR


